
NOMENCLATURALCOMBINATIONSIN NORTHAMERICAN
PANICUMSUBGENUSDICHANTHELIUMANDSUBGENUS

AGROSTOIDESCPOACEAE; R^NICEAE)

The debate over whether Dichanthelium should be recognized as a segregate

genus from Panicum or as a subgenus of Panicum will probably never be re-

solved, with both 'camps' having data to support their views. It is a debate that

I will not get into here, but will only provide references for both treatments, so

the reader can form their own opmion. Gould (1974), Clark and Gould (1975),

Gould and Clark (1978), Gould (1980) and Giussani et. al (2001) support the

recognition of Dichanthelium as a segregate genus. Whereas, Pohl (1980), Lelong

(1984), Zuloaga (1987), Morrone and Zuloaga (1991), Zuloaga et al. (1991) and

Zuloaga et al. (1993) support the recognition of Dichanthelium as a subgenus

of Panicum; a classification with which 1 also agree.

Freckmann and Lelong (2002) published fifty-two new combinations in

Dichanthelium and Panicum while preparing their treatment for Volume 25 of

The Flora of North America (Barkworth et al. [eds.], in press). Someof the taxa

treated in Dichanthelium by Freckmann and Lelong (2002) do not have an avail-

able name in Panicum, which are required for use in the Vascular Plants of Texas:

AComprehensive Checklist includingSynonymy,Bihliography,andlndexQones

et al. 1997), revision in progress, as well as, for on going work on Panicum subg.

Dichanthelium in North America. In addition, Panicum ahscissum Swallen is

recognized at the rank of variety and not subspecies, following the treatment

of Panicum rigidulum by Lelong (1984), since no data were presented in Freckmann



and Lelong (2002) warranting the treatment of these taxa at the subspecific

Panicum aciculare Desvaux ex Poiret var. ramosum (Griseb.) Wipff , comb nov.

cumfusijorme Hitchc, Contr. U.S. Natl. Herb. 12 222. 1909. Dichanthdiumjusijorme (Hitchc.)

HarviU, Castanea 42:177. 1977. Dichanthelium aciculare var. ramosum (Griseb.) Davidse,

Novon 2:104. 1992. Dichanthelium aciculare Desvaux ex Poiret subsp./usi/orme (Hitchc.)

Freckmann & Lelong, Sida 20:167. 2002. TYPE: CUBA: western Cuba, 1863, C Wright 3454

: GOET, fragment US).

Poiret var. neuranthum (Griseb.) Wipff , comb e



. 2002. TYPE: U.S.A.

(Swallen) Wipf f , stat. nov. Basionym

Sci. 30:215, f. 4. 1940. Panicum rigidulum Bosc e:

Lelong, Sida 20:172. 2002. TYPE: U.S.A. Fb

ike, 3 Oct 1925, P. Weatherwax s.n. (holoty
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